He opens with a consideration of zoonoses of which most parasitic diseases in man are examples; he considers malaria as a zoonosis and then outlines some of the changing patterns of disease in their relationship to the public health, life of parasites, parasitological establishments and great parasitologists. These are all subjects on which Professor Garnham is able to recount the story as one who has himself played a large part in its development, so that much of the account gains in vividness by being autobiographical. Moreover, in that during their lifetime he met many great parasitologists of the past he is able to tell their story with the piquancy that comes from personal exchanges and from following their activities. Nowhere is this more fascinating than in the account of Grassi's work on malaria. He discovered in 1898 'the kind of mosquito which transmits the human malaria parasite'. His work, done with beautiful detail, was described in a monograph dedicated to Patrick Manson. The 'friendly relations between Manson and Grassi may have been responsible for the rupture between Manson and Ross', one of the misfortunes which marred a glorious period in the history of tropical medicine.
As a factual account, as an autobiography, biography and history with great relevance to current concepts and their development, this book is a 'must' for those concerned with tropical medicine and parasitology. So much has been written about anmsthesia for neurological surgery in the last ten years that any new book must either fill a gap left in the literature or adopt a different approach to the subject. In this latest book the authors have tried to achieve both these aims. The historical, pathological and physiological background to the subject is more extensively dealt with than is usual, and recent advances in the techniques for stereotaxic surgery, neuroradiological investigations and neuroleptanalgesia and antsthesia are described. The references to British and American literature are comprehensive and the authors acknowledge the help they have had from other anwsthetists who filled in their questionnaire on current practice. There is a useful appendix on drug nomenclature and a good index. The text is well set out and easy to read, although the photographs show so much detail that the salient features are not always clear. The chapter on head injury is valuable but more space might have been given to first-aid measures at the site of accident.
While it is a pity that the authors with their wide experience do not state which of the many anavsthetic techniques and drugs they use in their own practice, there is no doubt that this book provides a full review of the present position of anesthesia for neurological surgery in the British Isles and will be of value to those starting the subject and working for examinations. ROBERT Any psychiatrist worth his salt should cogitate from time to time on the cause of the major psychoses which occupy so much of his clinical time. This is particularly so when basic research into brain mechanisms is advancing to the point when research applied to the etiology of the psychoses might well bear fruit. Certainly a lot of clues are being thrown up which seem to bear a relationship to each other. As Kety says in his introduction, the value of this book lies in its being a representative exposition of current hypotheses and research, written by men who are advocates of the hypotheses or significant contributors to the research.
The a2 globulin theory of schizophrenia, with itsrelationship to lactate/pyruvate metabolism, cell membrane disturbances and a possible autoimmune disorder, is well described in chapters by Gottlieb and the Detroit workers, by Heath, and by Snezhevsky and Vartanyan from Moscow who also emphasize the importance of clinical phenomenology and their finding of a relationship between the biochemical changes and the clinical forms and stages of the schizophrenic illnesses. Bourdillon gives a first-class account of the catecholamine hypothesis and DMPE, and other chapters cover periodic psychoses (Jenner), somatically determined psychoses (Brune), indoleamines (Himwich) and psychotomimetics (Fujimori and Alpers). For the affective disorders Schildkraut has assembled his usual well argued and documented account of the catecholamine hypotheses, and this is followed by Himwich giving a clear account of the argument for the indoleamines being important in their etiology. Gibbons on steroids and Durrell on electrolytes provide two other chapters which are equally complementary.
Each author gives a short historical introduction leading up to the present state of knowledge and in many cases an addendum with up-to-press advances. In every case the chapters are very fully documented with well-chosen references.
Himwich has been working on biochemical aspects of the brain for most of his life and it is his intimate knowledge and involvement in the problem that has enabled him to produce a book which is quite excellent. It is certainly the best of this type I have read, and even at £9 is well worth buying. C Unfortunately, the book has two serious omissions from the point of view of the medical statistician. There is no systematic discussion of experimental designs, and no mention of the special problems which arise in the design of clinical trials. Nor, apart from the discussion of X2 and a section on Spearman's rank correlation coefficient, is there any mention of nonparametric statistics, which are essential for the analysis of ordinal-scale data such as rating-scale scores. For these reasons, the reviewer does not feel able to recommend Mr Erricker's book as a first introduction to medical statistics.
The reader who has already acquired some knowledge of elementary medical statistics, and wishes to improve his knowledge of statistical analysis, will derive great benefit from the book (especially if he has read A-level mathematics or equivalent); but he will still have to go elsewhere for information on several essential topics.
JOHN V SMART
Histopathologic Spectrum of Regional Enteritis and Ulcerative Colitis by N Karle Mottet MD pp xiv +249 illustrated £6-80 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1971 This is a timely publication, for in recent years there has been a resurgence of interest in inflammatory bowel disease. Although written by a pathologist as one of a series of monographs, it discusses in great detail the two main causes of inflammatory bowel disease, that is ulcerative colitis and regional enteritis, comparing and contrasting the natural history, the histopathology and the various types of complications which may occur. This is a scholarly work which contains an exhaustive review of the literature and draws on the author's own wide experience. The book is extensively illustrated and the problem of occasionally differentiating between the two diseases is not glossed over, although the author does come down on the side of there being such a condition as Crohn's disease of the colon. A section might have been devoted to the use of rectal biopsy in distinguishing the two conditions and, of course, one might be hesitant in considering the incidence of the extraintestinal lesions of the two conditions now that we are having to rediagnose many of our patients with primary colonic disease. However, these are minor criticisms, and it is a pleasure to recommend this book warmly to those interested in the subject. The topics which received most attention were new concentrates of factors IX and VIII, and circulating anticoagulants to these two factors. Slightly less space was allotted to von Willebrand's disease, and less again to organ transplantation and new management factors in hemophilia. The new hemorrhagic states referred to in the title are factor XIII deficiency and abnormal fibrinogens.
As in similar previous reports by Dr Brinkhous there is a short historical note, this time about the origin of the term haemophilia. There is a photograph of Sch6nlein's hand-written list of some of his patients in May, 1823, one with hxmophilia. Priority in the use of this term was previously attributed to Hopif and the title of his address on haemophilia, dated Wiirzburg, 1828, forms the book's frontispiece.
This volume, like its predecessors, is attractively produced and will be of value and interest to anyone concerned with blood coagulation and bleeding disorders.
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